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BACON,  Jackson 

Private, 35760 
11th Battalion, Essex Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 28th June 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Loos Memorial 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 23 years  
 

Jackson Bacon was born in Haverhill 
in 1894 to Stephen Bacon and his wife 
Kate, nee Marsh.  They had married in 
1890 and for at least the next twenty 
years were living at 85 High St, 
Haverhill. By 1911 they had had nine 
children, but four had died. 
 
Stephen had started out as an 
agricultural labourer then as a 
coachman / groom to the Gurteen 
family. Kate worked as a garment 
finisher, probably in Chauntry Mill 
employed by D. Gurteen & Sons. 
 
Stephen was born in 1867 at Steeple 
Bumpstead where his father John 
Bacon was living and working as an 
agricultural labourer, and his mother 
Susan had been a straw plaiter, later a 
dressmaker / needlewoman, who was 
born in Sturmer, Essex. 
 

Kate’s father George Marsh was born and lived in Great Thurlow, where he was a 
maltster at the Rose & Crown Brewery.  His wife Hannah was born in Helions 
Bumpstead, Essex, but Kate herself was born in Bartlow, Cambridgeshire. In 1881 
Kate, then 16, was a ‘servant out of place’. 
 
At the age of 16 Jackson was working as a milk boy.  When war broke out he 
enlisted at Warley, Essex joining the Essex Regiment. He was at this time working at 
Hoffmans and living at 23 Rochford Road, Chelmsford. 
 
Jackson was serving in the 5th Platoon, B Company, 3rd Battalion, Essex Regiment, 
based in Felixstowe, when he married Rose Jane Bowers in Chelmsford cathedral 
on 10th March 1917. 
 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

Rose Jane Bowers was born in 1894 in Great Wratting, one of a large family of at 
least 12 children whose parents were Thomas and Prudence Bowers.  Thomas 
worked as a thresher on a farm and was also sexton of the parish church. In 1911 
Rose was working as cook to a farmer’s family at Kirkby Hall, Rushley Green, Castle 
Hedingham, Essex.  
  
Shortly after his marriage Jackson was attached to the 11th Battalion based near the 
town of Lens in Northern France.  They would have been manning trenches facing 
the enemy just east of Loos or resting at a small village behind the front called Les 
Brebis. It was during a period of rest and recuperation at Les Brebis that a plan was 
conceived for a trench raid to be carried out by men from the 11th Battalion. The 
idea was for a force of about 100 men to attack, capture and hold a section of the 
German front line. Prisoners were to be taken, dugouts were to be destroyed and 
German mine shafts were to be investigated and blown up. The battalion left Les 
Brebis for the front line on 20th June, 1917, with a strength of 19 officers and 514 
men. The raid was set for the 28th June. The raid was deemed a success, despite 
the fact that almost fifty percent of the attacking force had become casualties. Two 
officers had been killed with one wounded; ten other ranks were killed and six 
reported missing believed killed; thirty other ranks were wounded.  
 
Jackson was killed during this raid on 28th June 1917 while assisting a badly 
wounded officer across No Man’s Land.  
 
The local press reported that:  
 

‘Pte Jackson Bacon, Essex Regt., aged 23, formerly working at Hoffman's 
and living at 23 Rochford Road, Chelmsford, was killed while assisting to get 
a badly wounded officer across No Man's Land. His officer writes of him "He 
was a good soldier, a brave man, and during the attack behaved with the 
greatest bravery and devotion to duty". The deceased was a native of 
Haverhill and he leaves a widow, living in Chelmsford.’ 
 
and in the South West Suffolk Echo of 21st July 1917 it was written:  
 
"Readers will regret to learn that Mrs J.Bacon has received news that her 
husband, Pte J.Bacon, 356760, 11th Essex Regt., was killed in action on 
June 28th. Pte Bacon, who was well known in Haverhill and district, was a 
son of Mr.and Mrs. S Bacon of 85 High Street, Haverhill. 
Second Lieut Ernest S.Fitch has written to Mrs.Bacon as follows:- 
"It is greatest sorrow that I write to inform you of the death in action of your 
husband. He was killed while assisting to get a badly wounded officer across 
No Man's Land. Your husband was good soldier and a brave man, and 
during the attack behaved with the greatest bravery and devotion to duty. I 
was his Platoon officer and I cannot tell you how sorry I am to lose him. 
Although gone from here the spirits of the brave men like your husband lives 
on. Assuring you of my deepest sympathy with you in your great loss" 

 
He is remembered with honour on the Loos Memorial in the Pas de Calais, Northern 
France.  This memorial forms the side and back of Dud Corner Cemetery and 
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commemorates 
over 20,000 
officers and 
men who have 
no known 
grave and who 
fell in the area 
from the River 
Lys to the east 
and west of 
Grenay. 
 
 
 
 

 
Jackson is also remembered on the memorial plaque in the Old Independent 
Church.  
 
At the unveiling of the War memorial a wreath was placed, inscribed:  
 
       ‘In loving memory of our dear son, Pte. J Bacon, killed in France, aged 23 years’ 
 
Jackson was awarded the British and Victory Medals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
His young wife, of such a short marriage, may be the same Rose J Bacon who went 
on to marry again in 1926 to Sidney E. Jones. 
 
2nd Lt Frank Wearne was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross for his part in the 
raid of the 28th June during which Jackson was killed in action. This was the sole V.C 
to be won by a member of the Essex Regiment during the First World War. 


